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THE BRITON WHO IS ONE OF THE
LEADING LIGHTS OF THE FUTURE

OF THE PSM MAJORCAN
SOCIALIST PARTY

By Humphrey Carter
PHOTOS: H. CARTER

UCY Jane Collyer certainly
L does not sound very Majorcan

but the Hertiorshire-born 27-
year-old is the perfect example of
what the PSM Majorcan Socialist
Party and the European Union stands
for.

After years of visiting Majorca,
Lucy's parents decided to move to th
island with her younger sister in
Christmas, 1987

“My parents had always preferred
the north east of the island.
Pollensa, but they thought long an
hard about our up bringing and wante
us to grow up being a part of our ne
home, learn the language, its histo
its culture so, afer long deliberations
they settled on the village of Cam-
panet,” Lucy explained to theBulletin
this week at the PSM headquarters i

“I went to the local school where,

apart fom the English and Spanish les

sons, was taught in Catalan and the

wentto high schoolin Sa Pobla.” sh
aid.

From there, Lucy decided to con
tinue her studies at the Balearic Uni
versity where she graduated in Geogr
phy and Sustainability and it was dur-
ing her time at the university that shel
frst became “politically active”.

“I got very involved in the student
movement and in particular local envi-
ronmental issues, something | feel ver
strongly about,” she explained.

“I was one of the organisers of th
anti-Inca to Sa Pobla motorway, for ex-
ample,” she added

Surprisingly, she does not come fom
politically active parents. She attributes her drive and
passion for social justice to her grandparents. One of herwith the European Union in Brussels
grandtathers was a union leader during the industrial
revolution and his wife worked in the soup kitchens.

“I guess they are the revolutionaries in my family and pean Transport and Energy Policies at the Balearic Euro-a mockery of the
I reckon | get it fom them,” she reveale pean centre and was a consultant to the Local Agenda 2European Union.

ocal council policy grou

< LUCY is keen to stress that being a nationalist party in Spain is
very different to say in the UK or France.
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body, it embraces cross party politics
because itis focused on defending lin-
guistic rights, so we have members
and representatives from the SNP in
Scotland, the Basque Country, Catalo-
nia and Plaid Cymru from Wales, for
example,” she explained

However, on returning to Majorca
she did sufer a disappointment
mainly because of unclear European
Union norms

The PSM put her forward to be-
come the new Director of Environ-
ment on the Council of Majorca.

But, when it finally came to giving
her nomination the all clear, she was
refused on the grounds that she was a
British, not Spanish, passport holder.

“We did consider this as a potential
hurdle at first and sought legal advice.
Initially we were told it would not be
a problem, however, it eventually
transpired _that, while according
European Union minimums, it is ac-
ceptable, here in Spain it continues to
be against the Constitution and there-
fore | was unable to take up the post.

“This is a perfect example of the
gray areas in Europe. While the Euro-
pean Union has set out minimums per-
mitiing such appointments, it is up to
each individual member state how
they apply the norms and, uniike

France for example, Spain has not ad-
justed its policies on the issue,” she

d

said.

“That said, the person who has
flled the post is as equally qualified
and enthusiastic as me, so |
pleased and sure that a great job will
be done,” she added

However, her knock back has an-
gered some people, in particular Cal-
via Councillor Kate Mentink who, al-

Lucy has only just retured fom a two-year intemship though she represents the opposition Partido Popular,
wrote an open letter, a copy of which was published in

She is the Secretary General of the European Free Al-the Bulletin, to the Spanish Prime Minister, José Luis
liance and also worked as a trainee consultant in Euro-Rodriguez Zapatero last week complaining that it makes

whole foundations and purpose of the

ut, Lucy appears to have plenty on her plate as a key
“It was a wonderful experience, it was interesting to party member and she is also preparing a motion on re-
see how the European Union works - although it still gional insularity for the European Free Alliance which
has a long way to go - but it does work and it is moving she will table at their general assembly in Venice.

ucy explained that she has always been “left think-

“I've always believed in social justice, preserving the

the importance of protecting language

culture and these three things are the pillars of what
e PSM party stands for and believes in, that's why |
ganisation is very interesting because it is a non pohllca\]mned the 34-year-old party.

“We’re not a nationalist party like those in
the UK, we’re open to everyone. We
promote greater integration while
protecting our culture and language”

“The political situation
here in the Balearics is a
disgrace, it's beyond belief
infact

‘I just can't believe that
those who have been caught
never thought they would
get found out and all | hope
is that the courts get to the
bottom of things as quickly
as possible and justice is

jone.
“Despite the majority of
the scandals involving
members ofthe UM and the
PP during the former PP-
led legislature, it's done a
great deal of damage to the
political process and the
current_coalition govern-
ment (of which the PSM is
a key member in charge of
the newly enlarged Minis-
try for Transport, Territorial
Planning and Environment
and the Ministry for Com-
merce, Industry and En-

ergy).

“Its given politics a bad
name, it's created a stigma
and that's very frustrating
because we're a_sincere
party with strong beliefs.

“I' just hope that when

< LUCY is considering putting her theoretical international aid and development training into practice in
uth America or India.

the election comes around,
the voters are smart enough
to see who is honest and
“But, what | would really like to make clear is that can make a diference. We here at the PSM believe insincere, who they can believe in and trust and continue
while we may be considered a nationalist pary, the word trying to make a diference, doing our bit to make the to vote as opposed to staying away,
has a totally diferent meaning here to that in England.  world a better place and we want to include all members “And those elections should be next year. | don't be-
“Yes, we believe in protecting the culture and lan- of society in that, regardless of there origins. lieve President Antich should go to the polis early be-
guage of the island but we by no means consider the “But, | think sometimes when we're branded a nation- cause it will just paralyse the political process even more
Catalan debate a reason for people to hate each other. alist party, some people get the wrong idea,” she added. and the economic climate is not conducive for elections
“Over recent years the linguistic debate has been po- But, would a Majorcan nationalist party have put a either. Antich was right to expel the UM from power
litically hijacked by the main parties, in particular the ~Briton forward for a top job, for example? and, while the judiciary needs to be allowed to do its
Partido Popular, and it has led to a great deal of tension.  And Lucy strongly favours foreigners who have been job, so too are the politicians and that is caring for the
"W don't agree with that at all. We believe in encour- resident full ime in the Balearics for a certain amount of - needs of the citizens and all that would be put on hold if
aging integration, opening our doors to newcomers totime being able to vote in national elections as opposeckarly elections were called,” she said.
the island and helping them to understand our languageto just local council and European elections. But, what is next for Lucy?
and our culture. think there would need to be some kind of time  Apart fom having taken a teacher training course she
“It not only leads to a better quality of life by being ~fiame, say at least ten years, but | think it would be a is also qualified in international aid and development
able to be an active part of the community by under- fair step forward,” she said. but while theoretically qualified she doesn't have the on
standing what is going on, it also leads to greater social PSM a nationalist party? The proofis in the pudding. the ground experience and that is a path she is thinking
cohesion and social justice, something which | favour It was not the PSM that said “Majorca is for the Major-  of following next.
very strongly," she explained cans”, that was the Majorca Unionist Party. “Perhaps South America o India, I'm not sure but |
<& party, we believe in sustainable development And (aling of the. Majorcan Uionist Party, Lucy would ik to put my thearetical raing into practce.”
and the development of new and alternative industries to maintains that its party members who have been caughtshe underlined.
tourism on which we have become so dependent. Ifthereup and implicated in the wave of investigations into al-  However, we do not have to go all that way to try and
is a down tum in the holiday industry, as we've seen, we leged corruption should have done the “intelligent” thing help make the world a better place, we could start here
pay a very high price. and stepped down fom their posts long ago. in Majorca by listening to the PSM.
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